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When I was in elementary school, my father gave me a
pair of cassette tapes. They were Andrew Lloyd Web-
ber’s “Cats”, which had just started on Broadway, NY.
The cassettes were one of his souvenirs for us. I was so
hooked on the music that I listened to them again and
again till, eventually, the tapes wore out.

What I did next was to try to understand the lyrics. I
wanted to know what was being sung. Fortunately, hav-
ing several friends who spoke both English and Japa-
nese around me, I started to annoy them with questions
like: “What does Jellicle Cats mean?” or “Do you know
what Heaviside layer 1s?” at school. I must have put
them on the spot because “Jellicle Cats” refer to imagi-
nary, special cats while “Heaviside layer” really exists, like
the ozone layer, as a part of Earth’s atmosphere, but in the
show it 1s supposed to be a cats' heaven where they will be
reborn.

Later, when I first saw Japanese version “Cats”, I was
shocked. The stage was spectacular, the performers were
like real cats...still I felt like something was missing.

As a child, I didn’t know what. Now I know it was the ab-
sence of rhymes which made me feel disappointed. Trans-
lated into different languages, the songs sounded to have
lost part of their charms.

Rhyme means words or phrases that end in the same
sound, e.g., particular- perpendicular, dames-names, left
over-discover (these are some examples from “Cats”).
Rhyme adds pleasant musical sound. Also, when appropri-
ately used, they can convey subtle and wider meanings.
(For example, in “Memory”, the word give in is used as a
rhythm for begin, which suggests hidden connectedness be-
tween two seemingly opposite, similar sounding words, and
by which we somehow feel that to start something and to
surrender is just a different phase of life and that the sing-
er, though despised and deserted, clinging to hope, still has

the energy to go on.)
With the sequel to Frozen (Ana to Yuki no Joou 2) coming

out, how about trying its English version to enjoy more? o
( Yuko Tamaki ) °
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{“Intercultural Communication : What Gets in the Way & What Can Help”)
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